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Outline of the paper today 

 

• Rowland Biffen’s life and work. 

• A complex legacy. 

• The long-run history of the State and  

Agriculture. 

 

 



 1874 – Born in Cheltenham. 
1883-1893 – Cheltenham Grammar School 
1883 – Enters Emmanuel College as an Exhibitor 
1884 – Becomes a Scholar of his College 
1896 – 1st class in both parts of the Natural Sciences Tripos 
1896 – Frank Smart Studentship in Botany at Gonville & Caius 
1897-1898 – Expedition to Brazil, Mexico and the West Indies 
 to study of sources of rubber 
1898 – Demonstrator in Botany 
1899 – Lecturer in Botany at the new Department of Agriculture 
1905 –  Launch of the Journal of Agricultural Science 
1908 – Chair in Agricultural Botany & Professorial Fellowship 
 at St Catharine's and to Emmanuel. 
1910 –  Little Joss, his first strain of wheat released onto market 

 1912 – Foundation of Plant Breeding Institute. 
1914 – Election to the Fellowship of the Royal Society 
1916 – Yeoman released 

 1919 – Foundation of NIAB 
1920 – Awarded RS Darwin Medal 
1924 – Yeoman II released 
1925 – Knighthood 
1935 – the Honorary Doctorate of Science at Reading University 
1949 – Died at home 138 Huntingdon Rd. Cambridge. 
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“Mendel's laws of inheritance apply to 

morphological, histological, and constitutional 

characters, and one can probably recognize as 

many pairs of characters as there are minute 

differences between the varieties experimented 

with. The various shades of red in the grain, the 

various degrees of laxness of the ears, etc., are 

each represented by character units. … 

  



 “No indisputable case of "reversion" has 

occurred. Where hybrid varieties of 

known parentage are crossed with other 

varieties no indications of the parentage 

of these hybrid varieties, excepting the 

characters they themselves show, have 

been met with. … 



• Wider applicability of Mendel’s laws 

• Gametic purity; absolute segregation 

 

 



 … Any desired combination of the 

characters represented in any two 

varieties can be obtained "fixed" in the 

first or at the most the second 

generation from the hybrids.” 



• Little Joss (1910) 

• Yeoman (1916) 

 

• BSCA (1914) 

• NIAB (1919) 

 

• Yeoman II (1924) 

 





Complex Legacy 




